INTRODUCTION:
Ayurveda is a positivistic system based on measurable and ascertainable physicochemical facts. An important aspect of ayurvedic treatment is its availability and abundance of its medicinal ingredients. But the commercialization of the ayurvedic medicines has made the ayurvedic physicians dependent on market preparations. But due to lack of proper standardization these formulations have not been able to maintain their proper efficacy. Hence standardization has become essential to protect the efficacy and genuineness of these medicines. This paper deals with detection and estimation of Curcuma longa in ayurvedic preparations. Though some early analysis 1 were carried out, no procedure has so far been reported for its estimation in finished products. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Estimation
Vilvapatra taila (Sample 1) prepared with different percentage weight of Curcuma longa as shown below were taken for this colorimetric study.
Sample
No.
Seasame Oil Acorus calamus
Aegle marmelos juice
Garlic Curcuma longa 1.
10 ml 0.8 40 g / 40 ml 0.8 0.8 2 10 ml 0.8
This preparation has the quantities of ingredients as per Sahasrayoga Accurately weighed about 0.2gm of above samples and dissolved in 2ml of pet ether. This was made upto 50 ml, in a standard flask, using ethyl alcohol. Optical density of the samples was measured at 425 nm. The results are given in Table-III. To prepare a standard graph of Curcuma longa 0.1 gm of Curcuma longa was accurately weighed and refluxed with 30ml of ethyl alcohol for 2.5 hours. This was filtered and made up to 100 ml with absolute alcohol, 1,2,3,4,5,6 mls of this solution were made up in 10 ml standard flasks. These solutions contained 0.1, 0.2, 0.3, 0.4, 0.5, 0.6 mg/ ml of Curcuma longa. Optical density of these solutions was measured at 425 and a graph was drawn ( fig.I ).
The graph, concentration of Curcuma longa vs optical density was found to be linear. In the case of Vilvapatra tailam, the weight of Curcuma longa present per ml. of made up solution was calculated. Then a graph was plotted with weight of Curcuma longa mg / mlvs O.D. Linear graphs was obtained for this also (Fig.I) .
From the graph it is observed that for same concentration of Curcuma longa, the optical density is different for Curcuma longa alone and Curcuma longa in Vilupatra taila. i.e. There is a deviation, this may be due to presence of other ingredients of taila which mask the colour of Curcuma longa 9, 10 i.e. the optical density for any concentration of Curcuma longa in Vilvapatra taila is less than that for Curcuma longa alone. Hence the concentration of Curcuma longa obtained from graph II will also be less. To get the actual value of Curcuma longa in Vilvapatra taila a formula was derived taking the decoction into consideration as follows. Thus the Curcuma longa content in Vilvapatra taila can be estimated using a standard graphy of Curcuma longa with this formula.
CONCLUSION
Colour reactions and TLC techniques evolved for detection of Curcuma longa in kashayams and other preparations are simple and could be carried out in any lab.
The Curcuma longa content of Vilvapata tailam can be determined using a standard graph Curcuma longa with the formula.
Weight of Curcuma longa in Vilvapata taila = Weight from graph / 0.32
The parameters evolved above can be considered as viable which will go a long way in prescribing dependable standards which in turn will provide the necessary tools for an enforcement agency to check and ensure the quality of medicine.
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